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(Bernie Taupin Interviewed/John Reid Enterprise 


Saturday night's 


September 11th, 1976 : 


Ask The One Who Writes The Words 
For Elton John exactly how he writes 
them and he’ll give youa much simpler 
answer than you expected. 

“T sit down with an idea and start 
writing. If it’s not smooth and finished in 
halfan hour, I know the song’s no good” 
A quick read through the Illustrated 
Book of Lyrics confirms the incredible 
scope and style of the songs. 

What sort of music does Bernie listen 
to himself? “At the moment I’m playing 
Dylan’s ‘Desire’ a lot. And I’ve started 
replaying Ry Cooder’s ‘Into the Purple 
Valley’, But the greatest has got to be 
‘Outlaws’,a relatively little-known C&W 
LP by Waylon Jennings, Willy Nelson 
and others. Buy this record, folks!” 

Bernie buys literally everything from 
the Mothers of Invention to the Bay City. 
Rollers. 

“T’ve got a very broad taste in music... 
when Iwasa kid, 1 used to pick up my 
LPs from the local W.H.Smith store.” 

Visit your local Smith’s and you'll find 
Bemie’s book there, as well as Elton’s LPs, 
Dylan’s ‘Desire’ and everything else from 
Abba to Zappa. Whenever you're ready... 
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Top 20 Titles 


12. 
13, 


I4. 
. Their Greatest Hits 
16. 
17, 


15. 


18. 


19 


. Foreverand Ever 


A Little Bit More 
Viva Roxy Music 

A Night on the Town 
Changesonebowie 
Greatest Hits 


Wings at the Speed of Sound 
. Sahb Stories 


Olias of Sunhillow 


. Happy To Be 
I. 


Greatest Hits 2 

A Kind of Hush 
Beautiful Noise 
Combine Haryester 


Jail Break 

The Best of Gladys Knight 
&The Pips 

Alice Cooper Goes to Hell 
Simon and Garfunkel’s 
Greatest Hits 


20. A Night at the Opera 


Demis Roussos 
Doctor Hook 
Roxy Music 

Rod Stewart 
David Bowie 
Abba 

Wings 

The Sensational 
Alex Harvey Band 
Jon Anderson 
Demis Roussos 
Diana Ross 
Carpenters 

Neil Diamond 
The Wurzels 
The Ea’ 
Thin Liza 


; 


Gladys Knight & The Pips 
Alice Cooper 


Simon & Garfunkel 
Queen 


Top 10 Titles 


The Beatles 196 
Rolled Gold 


No ae aa 


. Made in Japan 
10. Tommy 


“Maker's list price. 


Goodbye Yellow Brick Road 
Before the Flood 

An Evening with John Denver 
This is the Moody Blues 


Hot August Night 
7-70 The Beatles 


Physical Graffiti 


From W.H.SMITH Record Departments 
where you see this sign. 


The one who writesthe words 
for Elton John 


Elton John 

Bob Dylan 

John Denver 

The Moody Blues 
Neil Diamond 


The Rolling Stones 
Led Zeppelin 
Deep Purple 

The Who 


Branches throughout Engla 


and Wales \ \ H 
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